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BOOK REVIEWS 

Formal Bases of Law. By Giorgio Del Vecchio. Translated 
by John Lisle of the Philadelphia Bar. Introductions by Sir 
John Macdonell, Professor of Comparative Law in University 
College, London, and Shepard Barclay, formerly Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Missouri. Published by the Boston 
Book Company, Boston. 1914. pp. LVII and 412. 

This treatise is the tenth volume in the Modern Legal Philo- 
sophy Series which is edited by a committee of the Association 
of American Law Schools. It is one of a number of translations 
of famous works of a lego-philosophical character for which the 
profession is already indebted to this committee. 

The book comprises three essays entitled "Philosophical Pre- 
suppositions of the Idea of Law," "The Concept of Law," and 
"The Concept of Nature and the Principle of Law." The three 
form a connected work which is presented under the title, 
"Formal Bases of Law." 

The author is a celebrated jurist of Italy and is also a pro- 
fessor in the University of Bologna. He has produced a great 
many works of a character similar to the one in hand, several 
of which have already been translated into different foreign 
languages. 

The committee which has in charge this series is endeavoring 
to supply a need which is being felt more and more, namely, 
that philosophy and law should be brought closer together ; that 
in solving our problems in jurisprudence we should not be with- 
out that aid which philosophy can give. Since this has been 
neglected almost entirely in America, it was thought that the 
proper way to begin the education of American lawyers along 
this line was to familiarize them with what had been done by 
the great thinkers abroad. To this end the committee have under- 
taken the translation of the works of representative European 
writers. 

There are two distinct schools of Italian writers upon the 
subject of the philosophy of law. One group denies the exist- 
ence or possibility of a true philosophy of law ; the other, 
otherwise differing greatly among themselves, holds the opposite 
view. The latter group has within it two groups, the one being 
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described as positive and the other as idealist. The one treats 
law as a fact to be examined ; the other recognizes the existence 
of the ethical element, the ineffaceable distinction between what 
ought to be and what is. Del Vecchio belongs to the idealist and 
to the type of idealist last referred to. His teaching is clearly 
expressed and is peculiarly free from the heavy verbiage so 
common to philosophical writers. He is a student of compara- 
tive law in its widest sense and recognizes its value as a store- 
house of experience. The distinctive note of his teaching, 
however, is that there is and must be an element in jurisprudence 
not derivable from experience. He presents a point of view 
that is worthy of consideration and we heartily commend his 
book to our readers. 

h. w. A. 

Park's Annoted Code of Georgia. Revised and brought down 
to date under the supervision of Orville A. Park, Macon, Ga. 
Published by authority of the General Assembly. The Har- 
rison Company, Atlanta, Ga. 1914. Volume 1. 

This is the first volume of Georgia's new code and comprises 
the "Political Code." The publishers guarantee that the set will 
not exceed seven volumes. Volumes 2 and 3 will contain the 
"Civil Code" ; Volumes 4 and 5 will contain the "Practice Code" ; 
Volume 6 will contain the "Criminal Code." The last volume 
will contain a general index, an index to all local laws from 
1800 through 1914 and miscellaneous tables. The work will 
be kept up to date by the issuance of a Cumulative Supplement. 
The text of this code is to be the same as that of the Hopkin's 
Code of 1910 with such amendments and changes as have been 
made necessary by subsequent legislation. The lack of annota- 
tions in the Code of 1910 is the principal reason for the necessity 
of this revision. To make up this deficiency notes have been 
placed under proper sections and have been arranged under 
appropriate catchwords in alphabetical order. Federal citations 
constitute one of the new features of the work. The mechanical 
system of cross-references from one section to another is excel- 
lent. The printing of the work is of the highest degree of 
excellence. Its accuracy shows the labor and skill that must 
have been brought to bear by the compilers. When the set is 
completed Georgia will probably have the most complete code 
of any state in the union. 

h. w. A. 



